Modern Asian Cultures – Take Home Test 2

1. Discuss the evolution and unfolding of Buddhist/state collaboration in Japan from the Meiji Restoration to present.  What features of Buddhism enabled it to be utilized as a tool for advancing immoral ends?  Refer to Dale S. Wright’s “Satori and the Moral Dimension of Enlightenment” to help you in your interpretation.
2. Osamu Tezuka offers a critique of the relationship between power and religion in volume 11 of his series Phoenix.  In the light of this critique and Brian Victoria’s uncovering of the relationship of Buddhism to war, is religion destined to be an oppressive force?  Are religion and its political manifestation a permanent part of the human condition?  What is the meaning of engaged Buddhism (Sulak Sivaraksa) in light of such a critique?
